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The purpose of this seminar series

• To promote responsible science

• To encourage thinking in relation to the 
implications of scientific and technological 
developments

• To enable scientists to communicate their 
work to people outside of their field



Expected outcomes

Participants will: 

• have a greater awareness of the potential 
misuse of scientific work

• be better science communicators

• be better able to interact with national and 
international control arrangements

• have benefited from networking



Responsible science – many definitions

Responsible science core elements: 

 research integrity – honesty, no plagiarism, 
no false use of data

 understanding potential negative impacts of 
scientific activities and identifying ways to 
reduce these

Our focus is on the second element



Science does not stand alone

• Scientific and technological developments do 
not exist in isolation – influenced by a range of 
factors

• There is no inevitable trajectory of scientific or 
technological progress

• Many materials and technologies have 
multiple uses – can be used for hostile 
purposes as well as peaceful ones (“dual-use”)



Multiple-use/dual-use issues

• Advances in science and technology can 
provide options for harm as well as good

• Who decides what is harm, what is good?

• Updates to regulations are often far behind 
updates to scientific and technological 
understandings



Converging disciplines

• Some areas of concern emerge when 
developments in different disciplines converge

• To understand implications of developments 
in one field may require understanding of 
other fields

• Scientists have power to influence the future

• Younger generation often more aware of need 
to consider implications



Personal choices

• Personal choices can be in areas with no 
absolute difference between right and wrong

• An experiment might be legitimate in one 
context but not another

• A simple choice to do one experiment of 
minor concern could lead to other activities of 
greater concern



Codes

• Codes have evolved as means to help 
scientists put their thinking in a framework

• Codes of conduct, codes of ethics, codes of 
practice

• Codes have to be part of an ongoing process 
of education and awareness 

• There is no single code that can cover all 
circumstances



Science communication

• There are many audiences for science 
communication – resources work best when 
tailored to the audience

• It is important for the policy world to 
understand science, just as it is for the 
scientific world to understand policy

• Good science communication benefits the 
public (e.g., health issues) 



Seminar programme

This week (29 June): 

 A chance for participants to communicate 
their thoughts 

 Short presentations of 5-8 minutes

 Four overlapping questions, participants are 
welcome to tackle one or more



29 June questions:
(i) What are the wider implications of the area of 

research that you are working on? 

(ii) How do you see issues of responsible science 
relating to your work? 

(iii) Were there any additional topics that could have 
been covered in this online seminar series and why 
would it have been useful to cover them?

(iv) Is there anything that the seminar team could do 
that would be useful to promote thinking about 
responsible science in the work of you and your 
colleagues?



Seminar today

No formal agenda, but this running order: 

 participant presentations

 comfort break

 Targeted Initiative presentation 

 follow-on resources and information

 closing remarks



Presentations/notes received:

Artur Buzdugan (Moldova)

Lia Chelidze (Georgia)

Natalia Ciobanu (Moldova)

Nino Gachechiladze (Georgia)

Nino Giorgadze (Georgia)

Maria Gonta (Moldova)

Sona Huseynli (Azerbaijan)

Anna Kekelidze (Georgia)

Anna Moldovan (Moldova)

Tatiana Stratulat (Moldova)



Presentations

Please let me know if:

 I have accidentally missed you off the list

 you would like to say a few words

Questions and comments are encouraged 



Speakers list:

Lia Chelidze (Georgia)

Natalia Ciobanu (Moldova)

Nino Gachechiladze (Georgia)

Sona Huseynli (Azerbaijan)

Nino Giorgadze (Georgia)

Maria Gonta (Moldova)

Ani Kekelidze (Georgia)

Anna Moldovan (Moldova)

Tatiana Stratulat (Moldova)

Artur Buzdugan (Moldova)



Any questions?


